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| had been renting for some time

| wanted something of my own

| wanted my money to go for something that
would belong to me

| was 28 years old and wanted the freedom that
comes with owning your own home
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The Missoula Housing Authority helped me buy my
condog they determined what kind of monthly
payment | would have based on my income

For the down payment, | just saved a little money )
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Then | went to Western Security and applied for a
loan

| put $1000 as a down payment on my condo

| make my monthly loan payments out of the SSDI
money | receive
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My mom and dad taught me about buying a home

| took First Time Home Buyers classes and went to
meetings

| had to learn to put away money for the down
payment

And how to get a loan from the bank
v, My father helped me with the paperwork

v, The lady at the bank gave me my condo keys
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| learned about the housing development (it was still
being built when | moved into my new place)

We had to form an association

At one of the meetings, we introduced ourselves and
told each other which condo was ours

| pay association dues every month

v, The association takes care of the outside of the
condo

v, The association also handles all the yard work and
other outdoor maintenance

v, | handle the inside maintenance for my condo
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. We compromised by my buying a condo instead
of a house so | would have less upkeep for my
first place
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When I lived in a group home, there were rules |
had to abide by (like the television had to be off
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| can have my cat with me

| collect whatever | want and hang things | like on
my walls

If | want to paint my bathroom a different color, |
buy the paint and do it!

| cook whatever | want for my meals

| do things that fit with my values, like recycle
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My Living
Room
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painting my
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Trying
New
Recipes
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If you have a dog or cat, you have to clean up
after them

When | first moved in, | was given a booklet of
association rules that we aIIAhavg to abide by (but
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The booklet was so thick that someone had to
condense it down so it would be easier to read
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2| always lock my doors
2| also shut my windows and lock them

2| have a phone so | can call for help if | need to
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> Some day | would like to own a whole big two
bedroom house instead of a condo

v~ al&oS LQff RSOARS (2 3S
definitely want a bigger place
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Youth who transition into the world should be
able to have their own house to live In

| think it is better than being put on a waiting list
for Developmental Disabilities services to help a
person move on their own into the community

UM RURALINSTITUTE



Introducing:

Maclaen Burningham




Background

1 Even when | was in high school, | knew |
wanted to live on my own after graduation

1 | graduated from Polson High School in 2002
1 After | graduated, | rented my trailer
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Why did | want my own place?
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to be independent
Independence from my parents
to make my own choices

to live just like all adults
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Renting

1 |1 rent my trailer from my grandfather

1 My parents and school teachers helped me
learn how to pay rent

11 didndt have any atheyp
sald my needs were too high to be met by
Community Supports funding

1 No one can expect to live for free or be
dependent forever on other people!
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What | had to learn:

» How to take care of what | have
1 How to keep my trailer clean

} How to outfit my home with the basic
necessities (smoke alarm, fire extinguisher,
phone, dishes, microwave, bed clothes, etc.)

1 | learned by people telling me and by seeing
what other peopl eds pl ac
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| chose my trailer for several
reasons:

1 | wanted to live close by my family

Blt is three houses down from where my parents live
BMy aunts live in the two houses next door
BOur road is all my family members

1 My grandpa owns the trailer
1 It Is something | can afford
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How do | pay my rent?

1 use part of my Social Security benefit and

} Part of my wages 0o | work:
BAs a Courtesy Clerk at Safeway
BAs a Library Aide at the Polson City Library
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;1 1 do some of the home maintenance and yard
work on my own and some of it | do together
with my parents

1 Examples include raking leaves, mowing, and
spring cleaning

UM Rural Institute

28



