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This presentation will describe self-advocacy skills critical to life-long success for young people with disabilities. Presenters will describe a variety of ways in which these skills can be developed, practiced and honed.  Topics to be covered include:

· Self-advocacy and self-determination…what are they?


· What types of self-advocacy skills do young people need and how can they develop these skills?
· What are some of the advocacy organizations a person might want to join?

· What are other ways to engage in advocacy/self-advocacy/activism?

Presenters:  
Ellen Condon, Rural Institute Transition Project Director, has over 23 years of experience working in the field of developmental disabilities.  She has served as Principal Investigator and Director of nine Transition Projects focused on employment for youth since arriving at the Rural Institute in 1996, and also directed the employment agency, MontanaWorks.  Ellen works as a consultant for Marc Gold & Assoc. and Griffin-Hammis Assoc., LLC, and serves on the Employment Committee for TASH and the board of directors for Employment for All.

Connie Lewis, Rural Institute Transition Project Liaison, has worked at the Rural Institute for six years providing clerical and administrative support to the Training Department and the Transition Projects.  She is the Vice President of the Missoula People First chapter, an Aktion Club member of Kiwanis, on the Board of Directors of Very Special Arts (VSA) and a singer in the VSA choir, and she has participated in advocacy classes at Summit Independent Living.    

Keough Duffy, People First, is currently employed at The Bookstore at UM. Prior to accepting that job, Keough worked at the Rural Institute providing clerical and administrative support for the Child Care Plus Project for six years.  She is a member of the local People First Chapter, and the elected state senator for the Montana People First organization.  She participates in the VSA choir, is an Aktion club member of Kiwanis, and has competed in Special Olympics for the past 18 years.  Keough has served on the Montana Council on Developmental Disabilities since 2005, is a MT-TIRC Advisory Board member, and is a season ticket holder for the Missoula Community Theatre. 

Isaac Baldry, MYLF delegate, is a junior at Custer County District High School.  He is a member of the PLUK Youth Associate Board, and recently became a member of the MT-TRIC board.  Isaac attended the 2008 Montana Youth Leadership Forum as a delegate.   He has been a Special Olympic athlete for 7 years and has spoken as a Global Messenger.
Dustin Hankinson, a disability rights advocate in Missoula for the past ten years, has committed himself to the cause of making the lives of persons with disabilities better. As a person who lives with Muscular Dystrophy in
rural Montana, Dustin has carved out an independent life and survived the transition from youth to adult quite well. Dustin has been a Peer Advocate for Summit Independent Living Center since 2001, a Director on the Board for Disability Rights Montana since 2005 and an unofficial ADAPT warrior for several years. Now looking to broaden his perspective, Dustin was appointed to the MT-TIRC steering committee just months ago.
Kim Brown, MSW, Rural Institute Transition Project Coordinator/Co-Director, started her human services career in 1982.  She joined the University of Montana Rural Institute as a Transition Project Coordinator in July 2003 and SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 currently serves as Project Coordinator for the Montana Transition Training, Information and Resource Center, and Project Co-Director of the Partnerships for Transition Project.        

One hour of Montana Office of Public Instruction Renewal credit is available and may be requested at registration.  There is no cost to participate in this training session thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Administration on Developmental Disabilities and the Montana Council on Developmental Disabilities.
Registrations are due by 5:00 PM on Wednesday, July 30, 2008.  Registrants will receive an email with Web conference access information after the registration process has closed. If you have not received your access instructions by Friday, August 1st, contact Kim Brown at brown@ruralinstitute.umt.edu.
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To REGISTER, go to www.cspd.net and follow the online registration process. 

· Click on "Region V CSPD Online Registration."

· If you have an account on the Web site, log in using your email and password. Go to “Events Catalog” and “Register” for the appropriate training event. You may also wish to go to “My Profile” and check your email address – access instructions are sent to this address so it needs to be current and correct.
· If you have never been on the Web site, click on “Click here if you are a new user.”  Enter your account information (needed in order for the CSPD site to recognize you).  If you are registering from outside Montana, you will need to “add a city” and enter your state.
· Once you’ve registered for the CSPD site, go to “Events Catalog” and “Register” for the appropriate training event by completing the online registration.
The registration template asks for “billing information.”  DON’T WORRY!  There is no charge for this training.  Select either “bill me” or “bill my organization” and continue with your registration. You will see the charge is “zero.”

If you have trouble REGISTERING, contact Nancy Marks at admin@cspd.net
 Or call Char at 406-728-2400 ext 1090.
The University of Montana provides reasonable accommodations to individuals with disabilities who request and require them. Please contact Kim Brown at brown@ruralinstitute.umt.edu for information. If you will be using a screen reader for this presentation, please notify Kim by Friday, August 1st. 
This training is an activity of the Partnerships for Transition Project, which is funded by the Montana Council on Developmental Disabilities, and of MT-TIRC, which is funded by the Administration on Developmental Disabilities. Registration services are provided at no cost by the Montana Region V Comprehensive System of Personnel Development (CSPD).
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